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Most important project in two generations: 


JPS Begins New Bible Translation 


The most important publishing project to be undertaken in the American 
Jewish community for the past two generations, a new, revised English 
translation of the Bible, has been started by the Jewish Publication Society, 
it was announced at the Society’s Annual Meeting on April 22 by JPS 
President Edwin Wolf, 2nd. 

The new translation, which is being written by a board of noted Orthodox, 
Conservative and Reform scholars headed by Dr. Harry M. Orlinsky, Pro- 
fessor of Bible at the Hebrew Union 
College-Jewish Institute of Religion, 


ea Is Open is expected to be some six years in 








e e preparation, Mr. Wolf stated. When 

o Entire Community it is published, he declared, the new 
ee eee : translation will take the place of the 
Participation in the sponsorship of current JPS translation which has 
the newly-undertaken revised English served English-speaking Jews since 
peg cadlpri 2 Scriptures wil! 1917, and will revise this monumental 
not be limited to a few large contri- work in line with the latest findings 


butors, but will be open to the entire of Bible scholarship and with current 
Jewish community, as the result of a English usage. 


policy decision of the JPS Board of 
Trustees. Orlinsky Cites Need 
Announcing this decision, the Soci- In a statement stressing the need 
ety’s President, Edwin Wolf, 2nd, for a new English translation of the 
revealed that the estimated cost of ancient Masoretic Hebrew text of the 
the six-year project exceeds $150,000. Holy Scriptures, the Editor-in-Chief 
which is a figure beyond the inde- of the new project, Dr. Orlinsky, 
pendent resources of the JPS. Report- declared: 
ing that the Society had received gen- “The English language has under- 
rous offers of funds for the new _ gone rapid change, far more since the 
Qi from a few individuals, Mr. days of World War I than through 
olf declared that the JPS had de- the entire 19th century, and our 
termined to provide every American knowledge of the background and text 
Jew with a chance to share in the of the Hebrew Bible has increased 
undertaking. “In the belief that the since World War I by such enormous 
Bible is the heritage of the entire leaps and bounds that scores of pas- 
Jewish community,” he said, “the sages in the older translations are 
(Continued on Page 7) (Continued on next page) 
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Pathways in 11th Reprint, 
Other Books Re-Issued 


eg 





pathway> 
Throws? 


[The 


Pathways through the Bible, written 
by Mortimer J. Cohen with illustra- 
tions by Arthur Szyk, is now being 
reprinted for the eleventh time since 
it was first published in 1946. The 
simple and inspiring guidebook to the 
Bible continues to be popular as a gift 
and as a text for study groups, as well 
as for enjoyable and_ illuminating 
reading. 

With the new reprint, there will be 
a total of 106,750 copies of Pathways 
through the Bible in print. 

Other popular JPS books recently 
reprinted or now on press include The 
Last Revolt, by Joseph Opatoshu; 
Jewish Ceremonial Art, by Stephen S. 
Kayser; Let Laughter Ring, by S. 
Felix Mendelsohn; Awakened, by Mar- 
garet Abrams; A History of the Jews, 
by Solomon Grayzel, and Man is Not 
Alone, by Abraham J. Heschel. 
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Published quarterly by The Jewish 
Publication Society of America, 222 N. 
Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. Sub- 
scription price 25c per year. Second class 
mail privileges authorized at Philadel- 
phia, Pennsylvania. 


JPS Begins New 


Bible Translation 


(Continued from previous page) 
now to be understood differently and 
more correctly than ever before.” 

Pointing out that the 1917 JPS 
translation, the version in universal 
current use, was patterned in its Eng- 
lish style after the King James ver- 
sion of the Old Testament, published 
in 1611, Dr. Orlinsky declared that 
generations are growing up whose 
upbringing is such that the English 
of the King James version is all too 
frequently foreign to them, to the 
point where the Bible in English has 
become virtually a closed book. 

“The past 50 years,” he said, “have 
witnessed such great changes in our 
country and our language that a new 


man has emerged, one who was @ 
a 


raised on the language of Sh 

speare, of the King James, the JPS 
translation, the earlier American 
translation written by Isaac Leeser, 
nor on the Hebrew text of the Bible. 
It is the duty of this new man to 
prepare a different garb and a differ- 
ent method of expression for what is 
most sacred and most dear to him.” 


History of Translations Recalled 


Recalling that, beginning with a 
translation of the Book of Moses into 
Greek some 2200 years ago, Jews have 
undertaken translations and revised 
translations of the Bible “in all pe- 
riods and in all lands, wherever Jews 
have found themselves,” Dr. Orlinsky 


Bible translation intelligible to m 

ern English-speaking Jews and i 

bued with the most profound scholar- 
ship in accord with Jewish traditions 
and the findings of modern scholar- 
ship, in order that the Bible may 
continue to be a living force in the 
day-by-day existence of our people. 


stressed the urgent need for a “q 
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Newly-elected officers at the 68th Annual 
Meeting of the JPS in Philadelphia, April 
22. Seated, left to right, Myer Feinstein, 
Treasurer; Justice Horace Stern, Vice- 
Prsident; Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President; 
Dr. Jacob R. Marcus, Vice-President. 
Standing: J. Solis-Cohen, Jr., Honorary 


President; Sol Satinsky, Vice-President; 
Dr. Solomon Grayzel, Editor, and Lesser 
Zussman, Executive Secretary. 

Judge Louis E. Levinthal, who was re- 
elected as Chairman of the Publication 
Committee, was in Israel at the time of 
the meeting. 





@nnual Meeting Re-elects Wolf, 
Marks Leeser Fete, Burns Mortgage 


The Jewish Publication Society of 
America, at its 68th Annual Meeting 
held in Philadelphia on April 22, 
1956, re-elected Edwin Wolf, 2nd, as 
President. Other officers elected were 
Justice Horace Stern, Sol Satinsky 
and Dr. Jacob R. Marcus as Vice- 
Presidents; Myer Feinstein as Treas- 
urer; Judge Louis E. Levinthal as 
Chairman of the Publication Commit- 
tee; Dr. Solomon Grayzel as Editor, 
and Lesser Zussman as Executive 
Secretary. 

The 150th anniversary of the birth 
£ Rev. Isaac Leeser, founder of the 
Jewish Publication Society in 

45, was observed with an address 
by Maxwell Whiteman, Assistant Di- 
rector of the American Jewish Ar- 
chives in Cincinnati. An impressive 
mortgage-burning ceremony was led 
by Mrs. Harry K. Cohen, co-chairman 
of the Women’s Committee, celebrat- 


ing the lifting of the mortgage on the 
JPS building. 

Reports made by the officers indi- 
cated that 1955 was a year of achieve- 
ment for the Society. Membership en- 
rollment increased and book distribu- 
tion showed a substantial gain, with 
Bible sales ahead of 1954 by 17% and 
total sales ahead by 19% 

Trustees re-elected to the Board 
were Harry W. Baumgarten, New 
York; Samuel H. Daroff, Philadel- 
phia; Benjamin Fine, New York; 
Joseph First, Philadelphia; Bernard 
G. Segal, Philadelphia; Harry Starr, 
New York; Dewey D. Stone, Boston; 
and Roger W. Straus, Jr., New York. 
New members of the Board of 
Trustees elected were Herbert D. 
Cohen, York; Abraham L. Freedman, 
Philadelphia; Jerome J. Shestack, 
Philadelphia; Leonard N. Simons, 
Detroit; and Ben D. Zevin, Cleveland. 
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SAAC LEESER envisioned books as the 

gateway to Jewish life. By means of 
them no Jew, however distant he might 
be from Jewish centers, need be separated 
from the sources of Judaism; no child need 
be deprived of an education. 

The first goal in Leeser’s career was to 
fill these needs. Repeatedly, he pore 
plans and programs which ultimately 
moulded American Jewish cultural, _re- 
ligious, and institutional life. Occasionally 
his efforts met with success and frequently 
they were blocked by apathy and _indiffer- 
ence. But, inspired with the sense of a 
great mission, he remained impervious to 
failure. What Lesser could not accomplish 
in his lifetime, others achieved later by 
adapting his plans to the needs of a new 
generation. Today there are few Jewish 
institutions in American life that cannot 
trace their beginnings to him or which 
were not suggested by him. 

Leeser was a defender of Jewish rights, 
a pioneer educator, co-founder of the He- 
brew Sunday School Society, the first pro- 
moter of Jewish religious union in the 
country, editor and publisher of the first 
successful Jewish journal, co-founder of the 
Hebrew Education Society, the Jewish 
Foster Home, and of virtually all the Jewish 
philanthropies in Philadelphia. He trans- 
lated and published the first standard prayer 
books and translated the Holy Scriptures 
into an acceptable Jewish version in Eng- 
lish. His collection of sermonic literature is 
probably the first in the English language. 
He was the first to publish Jewish liturgical 
music, and the first rabbinical seminary in 
America owes its beginnings to him. Linked 
to all of these ambitious undertakings was 
the first American Jewish Publication So- 
ciety. 

Replies to Missionaries 

Leeser matured during the decade of the 
1820’s, when the missionaries first organ- 
ized to convert American Jews. One of the 
methods used by the missionaries was 
journalism; another was open literary at- 
tack in the guise of theological scholarship. 
One such attack, published in England, 
launched Leeser on his career. He pub- 
lished a reply to it in the city of Richmond, 
where he was working as a clerk and part- 
time Jewish schoolmaster. 

On the basis of this achievement, Leeser 
was recommended to Congregation Mikveh 
Israel of Philadelphia to serve as its haz- 
xan. 


ISAAC L 


Moulder of Americ 





Three months after his arrival in Philadel- 


phia, Rebecca Gratz described the ng 






pastor” as “ugly and awkward but 
sensible and pleasant, as well as pio 
that all the old ladies are charmed, while 
the girls are obliged to persuade themselves 
to be pleasant .’ Within those few 
months Leeser had commanded more than 
the attention of the polite ladies. He made 
warm friends of Abraham Hart, who had 
just embarked on an important publishing 
career, and of Judah Lazarus Hackenburg, 
an immigrant from Coblentz, Germany. 

Among the popular religious works im- 
ported by Hackenburg, a merchant, was 
the Alume Yosef by Joseph Johlson. When 
Leeser arrived in Philadelphia with a re- 
vised manuscript of the articles published 
in Richmond, Hackenburg urged him to set 
it aside, in order to revise the translation 
of the Johlson book, or to retranslate it, 
and to publish it at once. A prospectus 
was issued announcing this book as one in 
a series. A number of Philadelphians spoy- 
sored it, but only enough money was @ 
scribed to publish Johlson’s Instruction 
the Mosaic Religion. Nine months later this 
appeared as the first of more than a hun- 
dred books and pamphlets written, edited, 
or translated by Leeser. 

It brought him little profit, and his second 
book, The Jews and the Mosaic Law, pub- 
lished in 1834, brought him a considerable 
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LEESER 


erican Jewish Life 


@:: so that from the third, a collection 
% his earliest sermons, he expected little 
gain. He learned quickly that no commer- 
cial publisher or eo was prepared 
to take any risk on a Jewish book. In addi- 
tion to being author and publisher, min- 
ister and educator, Leeser now added book- 
selling to his activities. Three volumes of 
sermons appeared in five years and their 
influence extended to England and Ger- 
many. Grace Aguilar, the sensitive young 
Englishwoman, became acquainted with 
Leeser through them, and the London jour- 
nal, The Voice of Jacob, honored him by re- 
printing extracts from his sermons on the 
Messiah to counteract the influence of the 
same missionary forces that were operating 
in America. 

With a zeal and energy that no other 
American Jew possessed, he next undertook 
his first major work, an edition of the 
Pentateuch in Hebrew and English. While 

is was being planned, he published his 
roposal for establishing an all-day re- 
ligious school for children, and three years 
later, with the aid of Rebecca Gratz, the 
Hebrew Sunday School Society was found- 
ed. To implement the program of study 
Leeser prepared two elementary texts and 
for the next thirty years the literature of 
the Society was written, edited and pub- 
lished by Leeser. 

Education was so chained to the larger 
problem of Jewish survival that, in po 
to meet the needs of religion, Leeser, with 
the help of others, formulated a program 
for an American Ecclesiastical Authority, 
to be known as the Union. It was to consist 
of a Central Religious Council “duly 
learned in the written and oral law,” to 
concern itself with the religious problems 
of every Jewish congregation in the western 





Extracts from address 
of Maxwell White- 
man, Assistant Direc- 
tor, American Jewish 
Archives, Cincinnati, 
delivered at JPS An- 
nual Meeting. 





hemisphere. Each congregation would enjoy 
autonomy, and the Council’s main emphasis 
would be to establish a system of Jewish 
parochial schools throughout the United 
States and to train Jews for the American 
ministry. That was a tremendous under- 
taking for the year 1841, one that had no 
counterpart elsewhere. The plan met with 
slight approval, but it formed the basis for 
all future attempts. 

Undaunted by the poor response to the 
call for Union, Leeser, who at the age of 
thirty-six had the vision of a sage, pro- 
ceeded to establish a journal as a medium 
for bringing his message to American Jews. 
In July of 1842 he issued a circular on the 
state of religion among the 20,000 American 
Jews and on the need for a publication to 
supply news and literature of Jewish inter- 
est. In the spring of the following year, The 
Occident and American Jewish Advocate 
made its first appearance as a monthly. 


Publication Society Begun 


Shortly after The Occident was estab- 
lished, Leeser, studying the influence of 
Protestant tract societies and the cheap 
distribution of their publications, sought to 
make Jewish books available in a similar 
manner. When someone offered him $5 for 
a copy of Caleb Asher, a publication of the 
Cheap Jewish Library of England, orig- 
inally priced at twopence, the idea of 
making this book available in an inexpen- 
sive edition intrigued him. In 1844, he 
reprinted the tiny volume and called it 
The Jewish Miscellany No. 1. There was 
nothing to prevent Leeser from publishing 
this book as a private venture, as he did 
his other books, but he saw it as the first 
step in a plan for national participation in 
the publication of Jewish books. Leeser, 
Abraham Hart and Solomon Solis formed 
a committee, and planned to issue another 
volume, an abridged edition of Hyman 
Hurwitz’s Hebrew Tales. It was believed 
that these two volumes would induce pros- 
pective members to join the omnia’ 
society. By November, 1845, the American 
Jewish Publication Society was called into 
existence. 

What the Society hoped to accomplish 
was said in simple terms. 

“It shall be the special object of the 
Society to reprint in a convenient form 
such books already in existence, as may 
from time to time be approved of by the 

(Continued on next page) 
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Isaac Leeser 


(Continued from previous page) 
Publication Committee, and to aid Jewish 
or Gentile authors writing works of interest 
to Israelites, to bring their respective books 
before the public, without any risk or loss 
to themselves, and if possible to grant them 
such compensation according to the merits 
of their works as the funds of the Society 
may admit of.” 

Provisions for membership were patterned 
after those in Sephardic congregations. 
Any male who was 21 or over, upon paying 
$1.00, signed the constitution and became 
a member. Such a member was entitled to 
vote. All others, females and minors, were 
considered as contributing members, en- 
titled to the publications of the Society. 
Persons contributing $20 were entitled to 
life membership. Eight books a year were 
promised. 

Healthy Beginning, Later Decline 

Prompted by an encouraging beginning, 
the committee increased the scheduled 
number of books from eight to ten a year. 
A membership of 1,300 was the aim, and 
1,500 copies of each book were promised; 
the 200 extra copies were for free distri- 
bution to the poor. At the end of the first 
year, five uniform books appeared with the 
Society’s imprint. In spite of the reduced 
schedule of publication the Society felt 
gratified with its achievements. 

In the second year only four volumes 
appeared, and all efforts to increase the 
number of publications seemed futile. The 
condition of the Society was insecure. It 
numbered only 450 members; the promising 
young literateur, Grace Aguilar, had died; 
good literary material was not available. 
and all the editing devolved upon one man. 

Five more volumes were published dur- 
ing 1849, and the Annual Report of that 
year recited the problems which had to be 
faced. It was the last official report of the 
Society. 

It was a year of trial and pain for Isaac 
Leeser. He was troubled by poor health, 
some of his undertakings failed of accept- 
ance and difficulties with Mikveh Israel] 
added to his burdens. In 1850, when his 
relationship with Mikveh Israel ended, he 
became dependent on his own resources. 

During this time, all of Leeser’s energies 
were devoted to the translation of the 
Bible. While it was in preparation he jour- 


neyed through the country, traveling 5,200 
miles, visiting and preaching in dozens of 
congregations, consecrating synagogues 
selling prayer books, taking orders for a 
variety of Jewish ritual items, and obtain- 


The large quarto Bible, which appeare 
toward the end of December, 1853, met 
with instant success. At once Leeser planned 
an octavo edition with corrections, and in 
succession, a pocket edition. His Bible 
translation was bought by Jews and praised 
by the Protestant religious press. But these 
successes were chilled by unforseen prob- 
lems. On April 10, 1856, a severe fire con- 
sumed the bindery where the sheets of 
Leeser’s prayer books and Bible were 
stored. Dismayed by this tragic occurrence 
44 Philadelphians, without solicitation, im- 
mediately subscribed to a new edition of 
the Bible and to sets of prayer books. A 
second edition of the quarto Bible was 
begun, and a stereotyped edition of the 
prayer books was put on press. This did 
not end Leeser’s problems with the Bible. 
It was such an attractive work that it 
inspired reprinting without the author’s 
knowledge. A pirated edition was published 
in Germany and sold in the United States 
and it, too, found acceptance. Despite these 
problems Leeser’s edition of the Holy 
Scriptures can be considered the most im- 
portant Jewish book published in nineteenth 
century America. 


ing subscriptions for the Bible. « 


Legacy of Leeser 


A year after Leeser’s death, Isaac Mayer 
Wise urged the establishment of a na- 
tional society that would promote Jewish 
literature. Wise carefully emulated Leeser’s 
plans, and, in general, the successes achieved 
by Wise in organizing and founding per- 
manent Jewish institutions were dependent 
on the fabulous spadework of the inde- 
fatigable Philadelphian. 

Today Leeser is claimed by Orthodox 
elements and looked upon with pride b 
Conservative Jewry, yet it was rea 
Reform, which he combatted all his life. 
that he received his first recognition. It 
the growth of Jewish institutional life in 
America is any indication of its future 
permanency, then the hundreds of organ- 
izations, the rabbinical councils and sem- 
inaries and that which was dearest to his 
thinking, the Jewish Publication Society 
are an eternal monument to Isaac Leeser, 
to the man and to his ideas. 
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Bible Sponsorship Open to Entire Community 
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Jewish Publication Society does not 
ant to limit participation in this 
cred work of revision to a few men 

of wealth, but prefers to extend the 

privilege to all Jews who may seek 
to share in it.” 


In keeping with its intention of 
making such participation possible 
for every member of the community, 
the JPS Board has asked for the 
support of one thousand persons, each 
of whom will contribute $25 a year 
for each of the six years required tc 
prepare the new translation. Each of 
these sponsors will receive a copy of 
the first edition of the new Bible 
numbered and limited, bound in gild- 
ed and tooled morocco with the spon- 
sor’s name on the cover, which will 
signify his participation in the his- 
toric undertaking, and which will 
Qrarestionanyy become a_ valuable 
ollector’s item. 

Mr. Wolf announced that the first 
national appeal for sponsorship was 
being made to the members of the 
Society, declaring that they deserved 
first consideration because of their 
demonstrated interest in Jewish cul- 
ture and literature. “This is an en- 
deavor of the most profound signifi- 
cance to our community and to all 
Jews,” he declared, “and the family 


of members of the Jewish Publication 
Society will unquestionably wish tc 
be first in undertaking its support 
and guaranteeing its success. We 
therefore call first upon our own 
members to sponsor the new revised 
translation, before opening sponsor- 
ship to the general community. I 
know that the response will be more 
than gratifying.” (For the conveni- 
ence of members, a sponsor’s enroll- 
ment form is reproduced below.) 


Detroit Has Successful Test 


A measure of the eagerness with 
which the community may be expect- 
ed to embrace the new Bible project 
was provided in a test campaign con- 
ducted recently in Detroit by friends 
of the JPS. Under the co-chairman- 
ship of JPS Trustee Leonard N. 
Simons and Honorary Vice-President 
Philip Slomovitz, a small group un- 
dertook privately to seek 100 sponsors 
for the work. Within a few weeks, 
they had exceeded this number by 
more than 25%, and new sponsors, 
without further solicitation, continue 
to seek participation. Included in the 
group which conducted this signifi- 
cant experimental effort were Herbert 
Aronsson, Ben Wilk, Joseph Kukes, 
Louis P. Miller, Charles E. Feinberg 
Dr. Richard C. Hertz, Irving L. Gold- 
man and Rabbi Minard Klein. 





SPONSOR’S ENROLLMENT FORM 


Edwin Wolf, 2nd, President 


The Jewish Publication Society of America 
222 N. Fifteenth St., Philadelphia 2, Pa. 


Please enroll me as a Sponsor of the monumental project to revise the JPS 


translation of the Bible. I agree to contribute $25 annually during each of the 
next six years for a total of $150, as my share of the sum of $150,000 required 


to prepare and publish the revised version. 


O Bill me at $25 annually for six years. 


(0 Check enclosed in amount of §...... 


Signed 


Prrerrrrerr rr 
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Recall and Recollection: New JPS Books 


New JPS volumes include four recalling 
the Jewish past in America, in Germany 
and in East Europe. Three Years in Amer- 
ica by Benjamin II (Israel Ben Joseph), 
with an introduction by Prof. Oscar 
Handlin, is the record of a German-Jew- 
ish traveler’s journey in the United States, 
during the years 1860-62. Translated by 
Charles Reznikoff. My Jewish Roots by 
Solomon Simon (translated from _ the 


Yiddish by Shlomo Katz) is a beautiful- 


in Lithuania during the first decade 
the century. Jacob Picard’s The Marke 
One is a collection of idyllic short stories 
of Jewish life in the the small towns and 
villages of southwest Germany, in an 
earlier and happier time. Translated with 
an introduction by Ludwig Lewisohn, 
these stories were widely hailed for their 
charm, insight and artistry when they 
appeared in German, in 1936. 


ly told story of childhood in a little : 
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